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Background 
• National Forest Management Act (NFMA) of 1976  
• 2012 Forest Service Planning Rule 

– Revision from 1982  
– Requires air quality assessment 

• Draft directives require National Forests to assess 
critical loads during Forest Plan Revision 

Identify critical load exceedances for the plan area.  If critical load exceedances occur 
on the plan area, assess the extent and severity of these exceedances.  

Where critical loads of air pollution have been exceeded, develop plan components 
to help protect or restore key ecosystem characteristics within the plan area.  
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Critical Load 

Critical load is the level of atmospheric 
deposition below which no harmful ecological 

effects occur for an ecosystem 



Atmospheric Deposition Impacting 
Ecosystems 

Acidification of soils and surface waters 

Nitrogen Saturation/Eutrophication 



The Air Quality Portal is a decision support 
system that incorporates CLs into land 

management by helping managers 
determine where atmospheric deposition is 

negatively affecting ecosystems and how 
to start the process of mitigation and/or 
restoration based on this information. 



Demonstration 







 















 



 











 









www.srs.fs.usda.gov/airqualityportal 
 
 

Claire O’Dea, USFS Air Quality Specialist 
cbodea@fs.fed.us 

Questions? 

http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/airqualityportal
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